July 5th, 2009
Hi
Not much to write about.

In HK, Disneyland is set to expand. It is already the smallest Disneyland in the world and will still be so with the expansion. And now it is has been announced that they are to build a Disneyland in Shanghai, which will probably take away a lot of tourists from China. The HK government has decreased its stake in Disneyland to about 52%. Right from the beginning, HK Disneyland has been a tale of woe with their management making major PR blunders. Ocean Park has a much more positive image. This past week, the government refused Disneyland permission to build an attraction that was to be almost identical to a successful one at Ocean Park. 
July 1st was a public holiday for the anniversary of the handover. Two marches were held. One was a pro-government march in the morning, for which many people were bussed in for the event.  In the afternoon, there was the 'traditional' protest march. More people than last year, though I can’t remember the number. As usual though, the figure quoted by the police was ridiculously low. There has been agitation is the police force recently over a variety of issues, salaries being one, and in a satirical cartoon in the SCMP, two officers are shown with one saying that as a protest, he would start reporting accurate march figures. 

On the same day, the remainder of the smoking ban came into force. This was in entertainment venues such as majhong parlours and karaoke bars that were allowed an extension when the first ban was introduced more than two years ago. 

This coming week, no free bags will be issued from major retailers. There has been a brisk sale of fancy shopping bags recently. 

That’s it for now. Not much, is there? 
Cheers
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